INTENSIVE CULTIVATION PACKAGE
FOR ARABICA

In the context of increased cost of production and low prices,
estates with low productivity would become unviable in the long run.
The medium and large growers can adopt intensive cultivation by
harnessing available resources, to increase the productivity of their
plantations and net returns from unit area.

Planting material

% Selections like S.795, SIn.5B, SIn.6, SIn.9 and SIn.12 (Cauvery)
are suitable for the region.

% In locations with higher altitudes (1000-1500 m) and higher
average annual rainfall (1500-2000 mm) S.795 and Cauvery could
be preferred.

-,

% SlIn.12 (Cauvery) is known to give best yield comparable to S5.795
in ideal as well as marginal areas provided timely intensive
cultivation measures are followed. Because of its’ more labour
requirement, the area under Cauvery needs to be restricted to less
than 10-15 % of total area. Wherever irrigation sources are
adequate, this variety can be irrigated for blossom during March
for assured yields. In marginal areas, because of poor soil and
shade, the life span of these plants gets reduced and wide
fluctuations in yield could be seen from year to year. In such
areas high density planting at 1.8 m x 1.8 m with one plant in the
middle could be practiced.



Consolidation of holdings

In already existing plantations, vacancy filling (with same varieties
in a block) should be taken up to build up the plant population
to the desirable level. By maintaining optimum plant density the
recurring problems of weed growth and soil erosion are minimised
and the land use efficiency is improved.

Replanting of old uneconomical blocks in a phased manner.

Soil management

Contour planting/terracing in moderate to steep slopes prevents
soil erosion. Planting of soil binding grasses like Vetiver, Paspalum
etc. across the slope at suitable intervals also helps in preventing
soil erosion.

Growing of leguminous green manure crops like Crotalaria,
Tephrosia, cowpea, horse gram etc. in the initial years of planting
may be adopted for enriching the soil organic matter. Green
manure crops should be sown during May-June and incorporated
into soil before they flower.

Cover digging during the first year of planting (Oct.-Nov.)
suppresses weed growth. However, in slopy terrain avoid digging
and adopt only manual weeding.

Scuffling during post-monsoon (Oct.-Nov.) from 2nd to 4th year
of planting helps in for conservation of soil moisture. Avoid
scuffling in slopy terrain.

No soil cultivation like digging, scuffling should be practiced in
established fields.

Take up cradle pits/trenches in staggered manner across the slope
in established fields to conserve soil and moisture.

Mulch the base of young plants with dry leaves, for conserving
moisture during dry months.






