INTENSIVE CULTIVATION PACKAGE
FOR ROBUSTA

The average productivity of robusta in Chikmagalur region is
around 1400 kg/ha. which is higher than the average national
productivity. However, there are estates with high productivity level of
2.5 MT/ha. which indicates high potential of robusta in the region, if
intensive cultivation is adopted. Hence, a package for intensive
cultivation of robusta coffee suited to the region is suggested. In
intensive cultivation, irrigation is a prime requisite to achieve desired
results. Hence, adequate water resources and infrastructure for irrigation
should be set up.

Planting material

* Use clonal planting material (rooted cuttings) of varieties like
S.274 or CxR.

% Interplanting with dwarf arabica varieties like Cauvery could be
taken up to realise early returns. However, Cauvery should be
phased out once robusta is established.

Consolidation of holdings

% Block wise vacancy filling with clones of same variety.

% Top working of off-type plants, if such plants are not too many.

% Replanting of old unproductive blocks in a phased manner.

Soil management

<  Enriching the soil organic matter in the initial years of planting

through green manure crops like Crotalaria, Tephrosia, cowpea,
horse gram etc. Green manure crops should be sown during May-
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June and incorporated into soil before flowering.

Cover digging during first year and scuffling during next 2 to 3
years help in weed suppression as well as soil moisture
conservation. However, in sloping terrain avoid digging and
scuffling.

Avoid soil cultivation like digging and scuffling in established
fields. However, when root matting is noticed, especially in
irrigated fields, root pruning could be adopted by scuffling or
forking.

Taking up cradle pits/trenches in staggered manner across the
slope in established fields conserves soil and moisture.

Mulch the base of young plants with dry leaves for conservation
of moisture during dry months.

Bush Management
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In estates with closely planted old robusta, eliminate unthrifty
plants that do not fall in regular rows to maintain optimum plant
population.

The bushes, which have lost framework, should be hard pruned
followed by 1 or 2 rounds of handling to re-establish the

~ framework.

Regular light pruning after harvest followed by handling,
desuckering and removal of shot hole borer affected twigs should
be practiced.

All gourmandisers should be invariably removed. In case allowed
do not retain them for more than one crop.

Shade management

Maintain optimum shade by regulating the population of shade
trees to 75-100 per ha.

Light shade regulation every year after harvest and before blossom
irrigation.






