SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION TECHNOLOGY
FOR UNIRRIGATED ROBUSTA

Majority of the small holdings may not have water resources and

required infrastructure facilities for irrigation, which may not facilitate
intensive cultivation. Hence, a sustainable production technology with
low investment as described below would be most ideal for such
holdings.

Planting material

Use clonal planting material (rooted cuttings) of varieties like
S.274 or CxR.

Interplanting with dwarf arabica varieties like Cauvery could be
taken up to realise early returns. However, Cauvery should be
phased out once robusta is established.

Consolidation of holdings

Vacancy filling with the clones (rooted cuttings) or good quality
seedlings of same variety.

Rejuvenation of ‘off types’/passenger plants by top working, if
such plants are not many in the population.

Soil management
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Cover digging during the first year of planting and scuffling
during the next 2-3 years suppresses the weed growth. In sloping
terrain avoid digging and follow manual weeding only.

Avoid soil cultivation in established fields. However, when root
matting is noticed slight root pruning by scuffling or forking
could be adopted.



% Take up cradle pits/trenches in staggered manner across the
slope in established fields to conserve soil and moisture.

“* Mulch young plants with dry leaves, to conserve moisture during
dry months.

Bush management

% In holdings with old robusta plants which have lost framework,
hard pruning followed by one to two rounds of handling may be
taken up to bring back the bushes to normal shape.

7
o

Regular bush management should be limited to periodical
handling, centering, desuckering and removal of shot hole borer
affected/damaged branches.

¢ Light to medium pruning and handling should be done once in
two or three years.
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** Remove all gourmandisers. In case retained by oversight remove
them after taking one crop.

Shade management
% Indiscriminate shade thinning should be avoided.

% Maintain a medium shade with a tree population of 100-120
trees/ha. A medium shade comprising of mixed canopy would act
as an insurance against long dry spells and erratic blossom showers.

Weed control

% Cultural methods like cover digging during first year, scuffling
during next 2 to 3 years and cover cropping etc., effectively
suppresses the weed growth. However, avoid digging in sloping
terrain and practice only manual weeding.
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< In established fields, slash weeding should be done before
flowering of weeds. Use the weed slashings either as mulch to
suppress grasses or for composting.
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