INTENSIVE CULTIVATION PACKAGE
FOR ROBUSTA

An area of 6,220 ha has been planted to robusta in Hassan

region with majority of area coming in Hanbal zone. Generally old
robusta and S.274 are predominantly cultivated. But in recent
years, CxR is gaining popularity in the region. The productivity of
robusta coffee in the region is much below the national average
and hence intensive cultivation in suitable areas would be helpful
in bridging the yield gap.

Planting material

>

>

Use polyclonal planting material (rooted cuttings) of $.274 or

C x R.

Interplanting with dwarf arabica varieties like Cauvery could
be taken up to realise early returns. However, Cauvery should
be phased out once robusta is established.

Consolidation of holdings

>
>
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Filling of vacancies should be done with clones of the same
planting material.

Unproductive / off type plants should be rejuvenated by top
working.

Replanting of old, unproductive blocks in a phased manner.

Soil cultivation

>

Cover digging during the first year of planting (Oct-Nov) and
scuffling during the next 2 to 3 years (Oct-Nov) would help in
suppression of weeds.

No soil cultivation should be practiced in established fields
except where root matting is noficed.

Take out the cradle pits / trenches in a staggered manner in
established field to conserve soil and soil moisture.
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Growing of cover crops like Crotolaria, Tephrosia, cow peag,
horse gram etc. and mulching with dry leaves in young
plantations shall be advantageous.

Drainage channels should be provided in flat areas, to prevent
water logging conditions.

Bush Management

>
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If the plants are closely spaced, thin them out to regular
spacing to prevent self shading.

In estates with old robusta which have lost frame work, hard
pruning is recommended followed by one or two rounds of
handling fo re-establish the frame work.

Regular light pruning followed by handling, desuckering and
removal of shot-hole borer affected twigs should be practiced
every year. Pruning of the plants should be taken after the
harvest.

Gourmandisers should not be allowed. If at all allowed, they
should be removed after taking single crop.

Shade Management

g
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Maintain optimum shade preferably a mixed canopy of
conventional trees and Silver oaks not exceeding 75-100
trees/ ha.

Light shade regulation to be done before blossom irrigation
every year.

Weed Management

>
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In large estates, an integrated weed control involving pre-
monsoon weedicide spray, mid-monsoon slash weeding and
post-monsoon weedicide spray is suggested.

While using weedicides, use confact weedicide (Gramoxone @
500 ml/barrel) or systemic weedicide (Round Up/ Glycel @ 600
ml/barrel) in a rotation in combination with urea (2kg/barrel).
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