INTENSIVE CULTIVATION PACKAGE
FOR ARABICA

Arabica coffee is predominantly grown in all the zones of
Hassan region as the conditions are suitable for its cultivation.
However, the productivity is below the national average and hence
there is a scope to increase the productivity of plantations especially
in the medium and large holdings by adopting intensive cultivation.

Planting material

.

» Only S.795, SIn.6 and SIn.9 are suggested for this region.
Cavuvery should be planted in areas at high elevations with
medium to high rainfall.

Consolidation of holdings

% In already existing plantations, vacancy filling (with same varieties
in a block) should be taken up to build up the plant population
to the desirable level. By maintaining optimum plant density
the recurring problems of weed growth and soil erosion are
minimised and the land use efficiency is improved.

%* Replanting of old uneconomical blocks in a phased manner.
Soil management

» Contour planting / terracing in moderate to steep slops are
suggested for prevention of soil erosion.Trenches / cradle pits
in sloping terrains should be taken up during Aug/ Oct. and
renovation of the same before monsoon.

Y

In high rainfall areas with water logging problems, drainage
channels of appropriate depth and width should be provided.

» Cover digging should be done during first year of planting.
However, it should be avoided in slopy tferrain.

A%

No soil cultivation is suggested in established plantations.



Bush management

>

Regular light pruning has to be practiced after harvest.

Do not prune the plants affected with die back when there is
no moisture in the soil.

Proper centering and handling should be done during pre-
monsoon & post-monsoon period to maintain a good frame
work and to avoid self shading problems.

Shade management

Use mixed canopy of shade trees with a tree density of
100-120 trees per ha.

A two-tier canopy consisting of temporary (dadap) and mixed
permanent shade trees shall be maintained in the initial years
of establishment.

At higher altitudes, phase out the temporary shade trees once
the coffee is established well.

Weed Control

> In large estates, an integrated weed control involving pre-
monsoon weedicide spray, mid-monsoon slash weeding and
post-monsoon weedicide spray is suggested.

» While using weedicides, use contact weedicide (Gramoxone
@ 500 ml/barrel) or systemic weedicide (Round Up/ Glycel @
600 ml/barrel) in a rotation in combination with urea (2kg/
barrel).

Nutrition

»  Apply organic manures (compost / FYM) @ 5 tonnes/ha once
in 2 years.

» Apply lime only after testing the soil. Use agricultural lime

analysing 80% calcium carbonate. November is the best period






