SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION TECHNOLOGY

FOR ARABICA

Plant Material

\;\'

Itis advisable to go for the cultivation of different varieties instead
of planting a single variety.

Varieties like $.795, SIn.5B, SIn.7.3, SIn.9, SIn.10 and Cauvery

are suitable for Pulney zone except Perumalmalai.

In high elevation areas with high rainfall like Anamalai, Coonoor,
Gudalur and Perumalmalai varieties like SIn.S.795, SIn.6 and
Cauvery are suggested.

In the case of Shevaroys, varieties recommended are S.795,
SIn.7.3, SIn.9 and Cauvery.

Consolidation of holdings

»
»

Vacancies within a block should be filled with same variety.

The unproductive or off type plants may be top worked with good
scion material.

Once the field is fully covered without any vacancies, such fields
have the advantage of less weed growth, better yield opportunity,
efficient land use and less soil conservation work.

Soil management

>

>

Cover digging during first year and scuffing during later 2 or 3
years. Later on the soil should not be disturbed.

In steep sloppy areas no soil cultivation is encouraged. Planting
of soil binding grasses like vetiver grass, paspalum etc. in steep
areas will conserve the soil.

Cultivation of cover crops like cow pea and horse gram in the
initial years by broadcasting seeds during early June and
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incorporating into soil before flowering will help in enriching the
soil and suppressing weed growth.

» Trenches/Cradle pits opened across the slope would help to
prevent soil erosion.

Bush management

» Two rounds of regular handling and desuckering should be taken
up during June/July and September months.

> Light pruning of plants need to be undertaken after harvest.

Shade management

» A medium canopy of mixed shade with a tree population of 120-
140 trees/ha may be maintained.

» Avoid planting Malachitian and Thondi shade trees to avoid
caterpillar menace.

» Light shade regulation may be taken up every year instead of
heavy lopping once in 2-3 years.

> Shade loppings can be used as mulch and also for composting.

Weed Control
» Weeds can be controlled by slash weeding.

» Weeding should be done well before the flowering of weeds.
Recycle all the slashed weed wastes into the field as compost.

Nutrition

» Apply lime and fertilizers based only on soil test values.

L

> Fertilizers may be applied in two rounds during post-blossom
period and post-monsoon period.

> Fertilizer should be broadcast evenly down under the entire plant
canopy starting from 6 inches of the plant base. Do not broadcast
the fertilizers over mulch. Instead, brush aside the mulch, broadcast
the fertilizer and slightly work them into the soil by light forking
and re-mulch.
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